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Pursuant to Article 34 of the Law on Election of Members of Parliament (‘Official Gazette of the RS’ No. 35/00, 57/03 – Decision of the Constitutional Court, 72/03 – other law, 18/04, 85/05 – other law, 101/05 – other law, 104/09 – other law, 28/11 – Decision of the Constitutional Court, 36/11 and 12/20), Article 100 of the Law on General Administrative Procedure ('Official Gazette of the RS', No. 18/16 and 95/18 - authentic interpretation), and Article 5 of the Decree Introducing Measures during the State of Emergency ('Official Gazette of the RS' No. 31/20),

at its sitting held on 16 March 2020, the Republic Electoral Commission adopted the following
DECISION
TO SUSPEND ALL ELECTORAL ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SCHEDULED FOR 26 APRIL 2020.

1. All electoral activities relating to the election of Members of Parliament to the National Assembly, scheduled for 26 April 2020, shall be suspended as of the date of adoption of this Decision and the suspension shall last while the Decision Declaring the State of Emergency is in effect (‘Official Gazette of the RS’ No. 29/20).

2. All the deadlines for carrying out the electoral activities referred to in point 1 of this Decision, laid down in the Law on Election of Members of Parliament, the Law on the Single Electoral Roll (‘Official Gazette of the RS’, Nos. 104/09 and 99/11) and in the Instruction for carrying out election of MPs to the National Assembly, scheduled for 26 April 2020 (‘Official Gazette of the RS’ No. 20/20), shall be suspended.

3. New deadlines for carrying out electoral activities related to the election of MPs to the National Assembly shall be laid down depending on the resumption of electoral activities as of the date of termination of the state of emergency.

4. All the electoral activities carried out so far within the procedure of conducting the election referred to in point 1 of this Decision shall remain in force.

5. This Decision shall be published in the "Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia"
Statement of reasons

The Decision to declare a state of emergency in the territory of the Republic of Serbia was made on 15 March 2020 jointly by the President of the Republic, the Speaker of the National Assembly and the Prime Minister.

Pursuant to Article 200, paragraph 6 of the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, on 16 March 2020 the Government adopted a Decree Introducing Measures during the State of Emergency that was co-signed by the President of the Republic. The Decree came into force on the day of its publication in the ‘Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia’ on 16 March 2020.

Article 5 of the Decree lays down that as of the date of its entering into force all the electoral activities related to carrying out election for Members of Parliament, Deputies to the Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina and councillors to municipal and city assemblies scheduled for 26 April 2020 shall be suspended until the date of termination of the state of emergency.

Acting in accordance with the above, as an authority conducting election of Members of Parliament to the National Assembly, the Republic Electoral Commission adopts a decision to suspend all electoral activities during the state of emergency, but the electoral process, including the deadlines for carrying out electoral activities, will be resumed in line with the decision on termination of the state of emergency, which will be regulated by a special act to be adopted by the Republic Electoral Commission.
Instruction of legal remedy: A complaint against this Decision may be filed to the Republic Electoral Commission within 24 hours from the moment of its adoption.
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